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A Brief History of First United MethodistChurch
of Gallatin, Tennessee

In 1984, Walter Durhamwrote a history of this church;thatis the basisfor
this summary.A copy of Walter Durham'swork can be found in both the
churcharchivesand SumnerCountyArchives. Much hastakenplacesince
1984andanattemptis madeto provideanaddendunto theearlierhistory.

Thebeginningof the First MethodistChurch(United wasaddedto thename
in 1968 upon merging with the Evangelical United Brethren Church) in
Gallatin can be tracedto the first Methodistsocietiesin this areaabout1787,
the yearfollowing the establishmendf SumnerCounty by the North Carolina
GeneralAssemblyandfifteen yearsprior to Gallatinitself beingestablished.

Prior to a preachereing assignedo a circuit that included mostof Ken-
tucky and Cumberlandettlementsn TennessedtinerantMethodistpreachers
visitedthe societiespsuallymeetingin thehomeof a memberor attimesin an
improvisedbrusharborout of doors.

However,very soonreligiousservicesveremovedfrom privatehomesinto
smallchurchbuildingsor a meetinghouse. In thesameyearthat Gallatinwas
foundedin 1802an annualconferencevasheld there. Presenweretwo early
giants of Methodism in TennesseeBishop Francis Asbury and William
McKendreea presidingelderatthattime.

Twentysix yearslaterin 1828the First MethodistChurchwasorganizedn
Gallatinwith 170membersand FountainE. Pitts aspastor.Initially this con-
gregationwas part of a "circuit" thatincludedchurchesn DavidsonCounty.
By 1833preachersvereassignedo "Gallatin" and"Cairo" by the conference.

By 1843the Methodistcongregatiorwasoptimisticaboultits future andpur-
chasedoropertyon WestMain Street,erecteda building and hostedthe Ten-
nessednnual Conferencen the sameyear.Thatlot on WestMain Streetwas
the foundationblock of anextensivecomplexof land andbuildingsoccupied
by First Methodisttodaywith amembershipf 1240.

By 1874 increasednterestin religion was evidentand First Methodistre-
spondedby constructinga sanctuarythat continuesin usetoday. Throughthe
yearssince 1874 additionalproperty has beenpurchasednew construction
undertakenrenovationsand additionsmade,andin 2002 a major renovation
of the 1874 sanctuarywascompletedwith the restoratiorof the steepleower
thatwasdestroyedlecadesgo.

The sanctuaryof 1874 with limited modification servedthe needsof First
Methodistuntil 1917;at thattime an educationabuilding waserectedmme-
diately behindthe sanctuary. In 1943 propertywas purchasedo the eastof
thesanctuarfGeorgeBrown home)for the useof the Sundayschool.

In 1953planswereadoptedo erecta largenewwing eastof the educational
building of 1917.

In 1959, propertyto thewest(Alexander's~uneralHome)waspurchased.

In 1962 Louis A. Greenand Ruth SharpGreen,his wife, providedfor the
constructionof the Green Sharp Chapel, completingthe original plans of
1953.

In 1972 the educationabuilding erectedin 1917 was demolishedmaking
roomfor alargeadditionfor classrooms.

In the middle 1980'splans were underwayfor a new family life center.
This projectwhencompletedn 1990provideda fellowshiphall, newkitchen,
gymnasiumandnewadministrativeoffice space.

In early2001planswerefinalizedto renovatehe original sanctuary(1874).
Thiswascompletedn 2002.

Music hasbeenanimportantpartof the ministry since1828.

The Mission'sprograminitiatedin 1878hasbeengreatlyexpandedn recent
years.

Fromtheearliestdaysof anitinerantpreacherthe churchstaff has
increasedas the needsof the congregationhave broadenedToday the Sr.
minister hasa staff of 16 personsto assisthim in administeringthe various
programsof the church.
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